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swers were: poor attitude or
apathy, 31 percent; failure to do
homework or classwork, 17 per-
cent; poor attendance, 12 percent;
immaturity, 10 percent.

The second question was ‘‘What,
in your opinion, can the district do
during this school year to help

the failure rate in your
classes?"

The highest ranked answers
were: improve parental involve-
ment, 17 percent; offer remedial
education, 12 percent; student
removal and detention hall, 8 per-
cent; and district cannot do any-
thing, 6 percent.

The final main question was
“What, in your opinion, should the
district consider changing or do-

to reduce the failure rate in
your classes in future years?"

Answers were: work to increase
parental support, 11 percent;, im-
prove student placement process,
10 J):rcent; demand more from
students, 6 percent; and enforced

discipline, consider vocational
school, and close the campus, all 5
percent.

Twenty-three of the 40 teachers
favored closing the campus [or
ninth graders, but only 15 wanted
to keep all the ninth graders at ei-
ther Ball North or Ball South.

Twenty-three teachers also
favored requiring students with a
75 or lower average to attend
tutoring,

Pickelt said the survey indicates
there is great concern about
parental involvement as a way to
improve astudent’s performance.

The biggest surprise of the
survey was that conduct did not
seem to be the major issue, he
told the board.

No charges filed
in pit bull attack

GALVESTON — A retired
seaman who was severely mauled
by a pair of pit bull dogs on Fri-
day remained in critical condition
at John Sealy Hospital on Sunday,
aspokeswoman said.

ohannes Wilkins, 83, had
chucks of flesh ripped off his arms
down to the bone during the attack
at about 3 p.m, in the 1000 block of
62nd Street, policesaid.

Both dogs involved in the attack
and a pair of pit bull puppies have
been impounded, but no charges
had been filed on the owners by
late Sunday, police said.

Wilkins was also bitten on his
neck, chest and legs, police re-

ported, but the most seriouis inju-
riesweretohisarms.

Doctors in the John Sealy
emergency room told police Fri-
day they did not know if they
would be able to save both arms
due to the quantity of flesh miss-
ing.

Police said Wilkins may have
walked near the two puppies as he
went to take out his trash,
prompting the grown pit pulls to
attack.

The attack went on for about 15
minutes before someone called
police and the emergency medical
service, police reported.

‘It was perhaps a lack of inter-
est,”” Pickett said, adding he was
concerned with repeated refer-
ences tolack of attendance.

Dr. Sarah Ashburn, assistant
superintendent for instruction,
said there was some good news in
the numbers, in that 85 percent of
the faculty at Ball High did not
have a failure rate higher than 20
percent.

That should allow the district to
look for more speclﬁc reasons for
failure rates in individual classes,
Ashburnsaid.

Pickett said finding answers to
the groblem will require askin
tough questions, but that shoul
not imply that the district was
telling some teachers they were
failing too many students.

“But we've got to find out from
these people why these kids are
failing,”" hesaid.

Jet

Jim Pickett
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Tom Meeker landed the plane or
took the controls when the craft
was on the ground.

Meeker told airport police that
Ely slumped over the controls
while the plane was about 50 feet
above the runway and that
Meeker landed and taxied the
plane to the terminal, said Feder-
al Aviation Administration
spokeswoman Kathleen Bergen.

However, Meeker told the
airline officials that Ely landed
the plane and that the co-pilot took
over while the craft was speeding
down the runway, said Elsesser.

“You have to understand this is
an ongoing investigation and

NI

we're still dealing with prelimi-
nary information,' said Elsesser.

None of the 10 other crew
members or 83 passengers aboard
Flight 612 from Chicago was in-
jured, Elsessersaid.

A crew member made an an-
nouncement “‘concerning the
slightly rough ride into the termi-
nal and putting on the brakes,” he
said. However, he said he did not
believe passengers were told Ely
suffered a heartattack.

Ely died about an hour later, at
12:16 a.m. Sunday, at Elizabeth
General Medical Center after at-
tempts to revive him at the air-
port and in the emergency room
failed, said hospital spokesman
Douglas Harris.
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Il pleads
goes
Irs again

i e turmed himsell in.

MeConnell was e Galvesion
Chamber af Commerce man of the
vear last vear. He wwroed himseld
in 1o the FBl at Intercontinental
Airpori in Houston on Mow. 18
alter a Might from Mexico City.

MeConnell’s attorney al his pre-
liminary hearing, Stan Cushman,
gaid Ml:"!.'h:lnnclt is broke,
“Everything he has is Ged up in
bankrupley.” Cushman resigned
shorily afler the hearing.

Asszslanl LIS, Atlermey  Scolf
Woodward has successfully urged
Judge Brown Lo refuse bail 1o
MeConmell. contending be mught
flee.

MeConnell's whereabours have
meen unknown since midsummer
last year, but Woodward =abd in-
vestigators believe MeConnell has
been in London, Canada, Scotland
and Swilzerland. Woodward said
there is some indication that Me-
Conmell “may have a residence in
Switrerlamd,”

McConnell faces 2 years in
prison and a possible hine of $i
miillon if be = convicted, and he
is a Might risk because of that,

Sepw MoCOMMNELL, 17-8

Dog owner
due to face
charges

By KATHY THOMAS
Thea Dby bowws
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Jury gets |
case in 35

By JOEL KIRKPATRICK
Tree Diaity Mews

HOUSTON — The fraud trial of
Shearn Moody Jr. and Howell
Williz wenl Lo a j|.._'1- a1 mid-after-
noon  Monday afier final argue
ments in the marsihof CASe wWeTe
conclueded in (he 15th day of the
trizl

Bul il was pear 3 pom. when
proseculors and defense atiormeys
finally listed and agreed w X
hibits Lo send to the jury. -

In final arguments to the jury
Monday morning, Assistani US
Attormey  Mitchell Lansden said
the case is “basically a very sim-
plecaseof frawd ™

And the Moody Foundstion was
the victimm of the (raud, he said,

He argued that the jmry should
convicl Moody and his co-defen
dant, Dallas tax protestor Howell
Willis .

The judpge will fix e punish-
et n?ﬁi: case. Moody faces up
i 85 vears in prison and [ines up
1o SH.25 million. Willis faces up 19
20 vears.

Jurcrs have heard more ithan
six weeks of testimony, and be-
boesn S Lo BOD pieces of evidence
have been introducsd.

An alierpate joror, who sat
through the trial and was iz~
missed Monday, said he would




Dog attack victim’s arm
amputated; owners vanish

ByMONTY FOWLER
Thg Didy M

GALVESTON — An #lvear-old man whd Was
vieimesly inauled by a pair of pit bull dogs had has
damaged left arm amputated last week, hospital of-
ficials sad Monday,

In a related development, police have launched a
search for the owners of the animals, who apparenl-
Iv gave police false information and may have lefl
fowm,

Johannes Wilkins was taking oul his trash on Nov.
19 behind his home in the 1000 biock of G2nd Street
when hewas maunled, policesaid.

The two dogs allacked him so vicioulsy that chimn.
ks of fesh were ripped from the elderly rolired
seaman's arms. He also was bitten on the chest and
throal, policesaid.

Doclors al John Sealy Hospital were [orced to
amputate his left arm below the elbow on Thanks-
giving Day, a heepital spokesman said. and Wilkins
has remained in ertical condilion since then,

Police impounded the twa pit bulls, as well as two
Plt bull puppies, immediately after the attack, Of-
icials speculated thal Wilkine may have walked
near the puppies and thal sormehow triggered the at-
tack,

Alzo an Monday, Galveston municipal court of-
fickals wha tried lo serve court summonses on the
dhosg’s erameers Tound they had left the area

A Balliff who went 1o the address said the house
was completely emply, Court Clerk Lana Hegman
said, adding thal neighbors indicated they lell the
arca aboul a week ago,

Some of the information the deg owpers gave
police has nol checked oul, she said, indicating it
may have been (alse.

The case has been twurned over o the Criminal 1n-
vestigation Division of the police department.
Hegman sxid.

City officials have [led charges af harbaring
vieiots animals and allowing animals 10 run st large
Againsl U owners,

The Tirst charge carries a maximuem 52000 fine
and the second 4 maximum 2500 fine, Clly Allorney
Sreve Williams said last week

Dr. Ralph Mesris, direcior of the Galveston Coun-
1y Health District, said the owners were mailed a
notice Wednesday saying they had 10 davs 1o appear
in court and say why the dogs should nol be
destroyed. )

[f e owners have lefl town, Morrig said officials
would =till probably wait the prescribed i0 days be-
forckilling all [uuri:p

The Ia problem, ol how Lo ban or conirol pit
tobls, will have to be decided by lmwvers, Morris
said, since they will have to determine what exactly
constitutes a pil bull or a vicious animal.

“Maybe ihe angwer is making people more
resporsible for Lheir pets,”” Morris said.

e ]



Owners try to discourage
city from banning pit bulls

By ARLENEBATTISTA
The Daily News

GALVESTON — Pit bulldog
pwners, one with his dog in tow,
were among the dozens who tried
to discourage City Council {rom
banning the dogs from lhe city
limils Thursday.

Dog owners and breeders, &
Iocal veterinarian, postal service
emplovees and other concerned
cilizens packed the council con-
ference room as officials wrestled
with wayvs to respond to several
recent attacks by pit bulls.

The Galveston County Health
District prefaced all comments by
saying the ¢itv's animal control
program is woefully undersiaffed
andlacking equipment.

The city currently employs two
rabies control oflicers plus a
supervisor, said Dr. Ralph Morris,
health district director. A city
Galveston's size should have a
minimum of four officers.

“There are approximately 35,000
dogs in this ecity.” said City
Manger Doug Matthews, “We
need to be out there with more en-
forcement. Now, our time is
basically consumed by responses
tobites and problems.™

City Attorney Steve Williams
arged council lo improve the
animal control program:, and to
pass a stronger ordinance
regulating vicious dogs.

Mavor Jan Coggeshall had
asked that council on Thursday
discuss banning pit bulldogs from
the city limits. but a brecd-
specific ordinance would almost

and penal laws,"”" Guarinosaid,

Jury takes no action
in fatal dog attack

GALVESTON — The grand jury took no action Wednesday in
the case involving a death caused by pitbulis.

District Attorney Mike Guarino says the grand jury found no
eriminal evidence and did not return an indictment.

“There was no violation of the state penal code, according to
the grand jury. They feel it was a very Lragic incident and their
sentiment lies with the toughening of ordinances regarding own-
ership of 1pi1. bulls, They feel there should be stricter ordinances

Johannes Wilkins, 83, of Galveston died Dec. 30 in John Sealy
Hospital in Galveston after being attacked Nowv. 18 by two pit
bulls, Wilkes was.attacked in the 1000 block of 63rd Streel while

“he was emptying his trash. His arm’was amputated Nov. 26 as a -
resuitof injuries he received inthe attack.

certainly be challenged in court,
hesaid.

“If this is passed, il will be chal-
lenged,” Lenna Hanna of the
American Dog Owners Association
said of the proposal to ban pit
buils, “IU's not the dogs, it's their
upbringing and environment, and
this can be proved aver and over
again.”™”

The meeting was briefly
disrupted when island resident
John Williams brought his pit
bulldeg, *‘Boudreaux,” into the
meeting room. The dog was
promptly ejected, and the city at-
torney later scolded the owner for
bringing the dog into the crowded
room.

1 brought my dog here to ex-
hibit that (pit bulls) can be

perfeclly at home around people,”
Williams said., defending his ac-
tions. 'I'm here beceause I feel it's
my duty to try to protect my
friend.”

pMembers of the U.S. Posial
Service agreed thal stronger or-
dinances are needed, but they
agreed that banning the pit
buildog will not solve the problem.

“We're not after pit bulls, even
though one of our workers was
recently attacked by a pit bull and
a can ol mace saved her life,”
said Elsworth Scales. president of
the local letter carriers union.
“Wewantstricter lJaws."”

Dr. Ken Diestler. a local
veterinarian, urged council not to

Sae OWNERS, 13-A
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The mantis seizes the locust
but does not see
the yellow bird behind him.

Chinese proverb
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Who remembers the dog’s victim?

By MONTY FOWLER
The Dally News

Does anyone remember Johannes Wilkins?

More to the point, does anyone in Galvesion
care enough to dosomething?

I still remember him, a nice, 83-year-old
retired seaman who loved to tinker with old
clocks, a Icga::ﬁ of his German heritage.

On a brlﬁl November day last year,
Johannes Wilkins madea fatal mistake.
He took out his trash.

Thal si mYle, everyday acl killed him.

Because in taking out his trash, Mr. Wiikins
had the misfortune to walk by two pit
bulldogs. The dogs were nol tied up. Without
provocation, they attacked the retiree.

And proceeded to tear him into little pieces,
ripping one bite-sized chunk of [lesh at a time
from his hands, arms and chesl.

One of the policemen who responded Lo the
scene, a veteran of many accidents and other
tragedies, said it was one of the most sicken-
ln%thin.gs he had ever seen.

lood, Mr. Wilkins' blood, was dripping
from the dogs' mouths.

Wilkins died five weeks after the savage at-

‘tack. Doctors had to amputate one of his arms

that was too badly mangled losave.
The dogs were de!trored' far
kins got.

more

humanely than the fate Mr. Wi
The dogs' owners left town. They are still at

large.

igr.d the city has done nothing -~ nothing —
to protect its residents from these potentially
deadly creatures,

The city has an almost non-existent dog
control program, The City Council has done
nothing about the problem despite a very

brief spasm of concern.

Whatisitgoing to take?

Another human being, torn apart by pit
bulls crazed by the scenl of blood?

Or maybe if someone more notable than
Mr. Wilkins, who only ailtracted attention
when he was mauled to death, gets chewed up
in another senseless attack thal would prompt
action,

There will be another tragedy in Galveston
if the city does not act,

1t is not a question of if, only when,

And when the next victim is mauled, or
even killed, I hope everyone remembers
Johannes Wilkins.

We need to regulate pit bulls, and all poten-
tially vicious animals, to the point where they
will nol endanger anyone.

Or ban them altogether.,

But we must force our city officials to do
something.

Before we all read aboul the next Johannes
Wilkins.

Monty Fowler, a dog owner, is a staff writer
for the Galveston Daily News.



