Jealous Dog Kills Child Trying to Stroke Its Back
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FIGURES IN TRAGEDY—Pet bulldog which killed 21-month-old child is pictured with
Mrs. Drucilla Derdenger, victim's mother. |nset is child, Marguerite Theresa Derdenger,
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In February 1945, three months prior to the pit bull mauling death of Doretta Zinke, which captured newspaper headlines across the country, 21-month old Marguerite Theresa Derdenger was mauled to death by her family's pit bull, named Woof. The dog was described then in newspaper articles as a "bulldog" a "Staffordshire bulldog" a "bull terrier" and a "Staffordshire bull terrier." 

The variety of names for a dog commonly known as a "pit bull" was as evident in 1945 as it still is today, which is why all modern U.S. and many international breed-specific laws define a "pit bull" as: American pit bull terrier, American Staffordshire terrier and Staffordshire bull terrier. Some municipalities wisely include the American bulldog as well, which shares the same genetic pool of the pit bull. 

As demonstrated by this 1945 fatal attack, and the damning photograph of the dog, the "pit bull" and "bulldog" of this time period was one and the same dog. Note the use of the words "tenacious" and "death grip" when describing the attack. Also note that despite the mother's request to euthanize the dog, "cock tail parlor operator" (possibly a dog fighter), Gradey Terry filed a court order to stay the dog's death.

Woof was ultimately euthanized two-and-a-half months later, two weeks before the horrible death of Doretta Zinke.

Pit bull advocates like to paint the early 1900s as a period when pit bulls were known as "nanny dogs," a claim that cannot be verified by any documentation. What can be verified is that pit bulls were killers during this period, capturing national media headlines and as the L.A. Times puts it, "The baby-slaying female Staffordshire terrier about which there has been so much controversy..." capturing much public controversy as well.
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Jealous Dog Kills Child
Trying to Stroke Its Back

Fighting frantically to wrest; yyshed under a bureau in a stair-
21-month-old Marguetite Theresa; way hall and refused to come
Devdenger from the temacious; T, s C e« Humane
death grip of a jealous pet h!.ln'i Department arrived tn take it to
dog, the mnther, Mrs, Drucilla; yhe W, Ann Street Shelter, Thev
Derdenger, and grandfather, Al-: had to rope the dog 10 remove
bert Lange, wageil a heart-rend.! it from the hiding place.
ing but fulile battle for lhelm'rh[?_' r;nntjl{m_?;' :mmimh?d‘ Ithalf

. B H z i er e Kilieon and o dls 0
Il""';‘h-" s life Iast.mght n 1}_1c. fm“,'i the anﬁnal shelter said i]l.m::-nuhi
ivoom of their flat, 1742 W.i e neld 10 davs for observation
Sixth St of rabiez, then they would com-

The animal suddenly furned DIy with her request. -

) i " Police Det. L1s. Charles T.
on the c!ulrl tchen she tied.to King. C. F. Detrich and Eugene
stroke his back. Clamping its Bachiel nvestigated.
jaws at the hase of the girl's
neck. the dog held an grimly.
growling a= the desperate mother
and grandfather fought to pry
the haby loose,

Holds Grip Séveral Minutes

The mother's cries of fear and
grief mingled with Lange’s
harsh commands but the dog
steadfastly refused to relax his
grip on the child’s neck for sev-
eral minutes. When Marguerite
finally was snatched from the
dog's jaws. she was rushed
across the street to Dr, Gilbert
R. Owen, 1800 W, Sixth 5t. He
pronounced the girl dead,

Grief-stricken Mrs. Derdenger
said last night that the dog had
not heen too friendly with the
baby but never hefore was vi-
cious. She said the dog, Woof,
had, however, shown some jeal-
ousy toward the child,

Tries o Rub Back

The tragedy occurred while
the family was in the living
room shortly hefore 7 pm.  Mrs,
Derdenger v-as Iying on the floor
while her father massaged her
back for rvelief of pain. The
child, tryving in emulate her
prandfather, sought to stroke
the dog when he lunged at* her
withoutl warning,

Mrs, Derdenger, whose hus
bhand, Staff-8gi. Charles P, Der-
denger. is stationed at Camp
Rarkeley, Texas, =aid she had
owned the 3.year-old animal all
its life.

Immediately after Inosening
hiz grip on the child, the rdng

Timss phota

FIGURES IN TRAGEDY—Pet bulldog which killed 21-month-old child is piciured with
Mrs. Drucilla Derdenger, victim’s mother, Inset is child, Marguerite Theresa Derdenger,
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Killer Dog Faces
Gas Chamber for
Death of Infant

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 14 (UR—
Woof, a jealous five-year-old Staf-
fordshire bulldog who last night
turned from a family pet to the
vicious killer of his mistress' 21-
month-old daughter, today cower-
ed in his “cell” facing 2 sentence
of death: by gas. ne

The 35-pound dog grahbed Iittle
Margurite Theresa Derdenger by
the neck and crushed her spine
and skull with his fangs before her
mother, Mrs. Drucilla Derdenger,
vould loose the grip of his teeth,

Woof was ordered killed by
grief-stricken Mrs, Derdenger,

fes observation.

on the floor.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. Lange,
where she and her mother were
making their home,

The child was rushed across the
street to Dr, Gilbert R. Owen, who
pronounced her dead.

Mrs. Derdenger said she had had
the dog for five years and that he
had been a playmate and guardian
to the child since its birth. She said
she had been lying on the floor
and Woof made playful overtures
and tried to lick her face. She
Lhad just ordered him away when
|little Marguerite toddled over to
her mother and began to hug her.

Snarling, suddenly the dog leap-
ed at the child, sinking his fangs
{into her neck.

wife of Staff Sgt, Charles P, Der-|,
denger, stationed at Camp Barkley, |
Tex, Authorities said they would|!
comply after holding the tan and|.
white female for 10 days for rab-|’

Confined in solitary at an ani-|
mal shelter, the dog cringed when|
anyone spoke to it and groveled|.

The tragedy took place in the :
home of Margurite's grandparents, |.

[



Father of Baby Killed by Dog Arrives Home
Los Angeles Tinwes (1923-Current File): Feb 16, 1945,

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 -

1986)
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TRAGIC HOME-COMING—Sgt. Charles Derdenger ar-
rives home to comfort wife, Drucilla, in sorrow over death
of their baby daughter kllled by pet bull terrier.

Father of Baby
Killed by Dog
Arrives Home

There was an arm tn lean on
vesterday for tragedy-shaken
Mrs. Drucilla Derdenger, mother
of 21-month-old Marguerite The-
resa Derdenger, who met death
in the jealous jaws of Woof, the
family's S-vear-old hull terrier—
it was that of her hushand, Sgt.
Charles Derdenger, who arrived
home hy plane an emergency
furlough from Camp Barkeley,
Texas.

“It's horrible. T can’t helieve
that it happened,” the baby's fa:
ther said-grimly.

Asked if he agreed with his
wife's decision to have Wool ex
ecuted, Sgl. Derdenger replied
“I really haven't thought ahoul
it. All I've been concerned with
is my wife's health.”

Under Dactor's Care

The couple then disclosed thai
Mrs. Derdenger has heen undet
the care of a doctor. He is the
same doctor, across the sireel
from their rezidence at 1742 W
Sixth St., who pronounced little
Marguerite dead when Mrs, Der
tdenger rushed the child to him
after Woof had released he
limp little form.

Meanwhile, Lester I.ev. Depu
ty City Attorney, ruled that the
arder for the dog's death, signed
by Mrs. Derdenger the morning
after the tragedy, is legal.

“The owner of a dog has a le
gal right to order the animal's
death,” Lev declared.

Under Observation

Fxact date of Wanl's execu-
tinn haz not heen set hut it prob-
ably will be in about 10 days.
This iz beeause the «dng is un-
fer observation for possible ra-
hies inazmuch as the 45-pound
female terrier also hit Mrs, Der-
fenger and the child's grandfa-
ther, Alhert Lange.

Mrs. Derdenger has said that
she intends to be present when
Woof is put to sleep “because [
want to be there to see that it
is done, that Woof is not given
lo anyone else and allowed to
Kill another chiid.”

Her husband echoed her stand
on the matter, declaring, “Yes,
this must never happen again.”
Because his furlough is for only
10 days, it is doubtful if Sgt.
Derdenger will he here when
Woof goes tn the lethal chamber
at the Ann Street Animal Shel-
ler.

Fuaneral Tomorrow

Although members of the staff
at the animal shelter said that
Waoof looked as if she omee had
pups, the Derdengers said ves-
lerday that the terrier-killer
never had habies of her own,

Privale funeral services for
little Marguerite will be held
lomorrow at the Wright & Cal-
lanan Mortuary. Interment will
se at Calvary Cemetery.

Dog Granted New Reprieve

Los Angeles Times { 1923-Current File): Mar 31, 1945;
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Dog Granfed

New Reprieve

Stay of Week From
Execution Given

Baby-Killing Terrier

Woofl, the Staffordshire
bull terrier who fatally bit her
21-month-old mistress, Mar-
guerite Theresa Derdenger of
1742 W. Sixth St. last Feb.
13, yesterday won another
week's reprieve [rom the gas
chamber, but not without de-

bate.

In a packed courtraom Su
perior Judge William R. Mcka;
continued the matter of dissolv
Ing a restraining order agains
the dng's execution until nex
Friday when Morris Lavine, at
torney for Grady Terry, cock
tail parlor operator and dog en
thusiast, was unable 1o appea
becauqe of illness. "Terry hac
‘obtalned the original slay las
month.

"avenis' Lawyer Ohjects

Ay, Joseph Scott, represent
ing the parents of the victim
Sgi. and Mrs. Charles P, Der
denger, however, spoke his piece
on the restraining order.

“Let’s set the record right,”
Seott thundered. “The restrain.
ing order states the dog merely
hit the child. . That dog killed
the child, 1 know what these
parents are s:n'g'lr: through, 1
had a child who died after heing
bitten by a dog 25 or 30 years
i ﬂ"l

Outzide the courtranm, efforts
to learn more abhout Scott's
tragedy were shrugged off hy
the white-haired lawyer with
the comment, “That was a long
time ago, let's drop it

Representatives of the Cily
Attorney’s office argued against
the order which has kept Woof
alive despite orders of the par.
ents o have the dog executed
for the crime. They pointed
out that a dog generally is ree.
ognized as personal properiy of
the owners and said It was
common practice to ha\ra dogs
put tn rleap.
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Controversy Ends as Woof, B'lh{ Kl“ll‘ll., Dug, 'Put to Sleep'
i Jav 1, 149
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Controversy Ends as Woof,
Baby-Killing Dog, ‘Put to Sleep’

Woof is dead.

‘e napy-81ayIng iemate Hlat-
fordshire terrier ahout which
there has been so much contro-
versy since she Killed her play-
mate,- little 2l-month-old Mar-
guerile Theresa Derdenger, last

Feh, 13, was “put to sleep” late.

yesterday.

liam W. Coen of 720 S, Colum-

hia St., a friend of the Derden-

gers, from the Ann Street Ani-
mal Shelter, where she had
heen imprisoned since the trage-
dy.

Ailthough Ceen and the Der-
dengers were creluctant lo dis-
cuss Wool's fate, Atty. Joseph
Scott, who has represented them
in litigation which. arose over

their arder for the dog's death,
tiselosed last night that the Der-
dengers had informed him that
Wonf “had heen laken care of—
asphyxiated, I guess.”

The dog's release to Coen im-
mediately followed a ruling by
Superior Judge Emmett Wilson

.. that injunctions previously ob-
The dog was released to Wil

tained against destrucltion of
the animal were invalid.

Woofl hecame a killer when,
apparently in a fit of jealousy,
she clamped a tenaclous grip on
the neck of little Marguerite
Theresa in the Derdenger apart-
ment at 1742 W, Sixth St. and,
despite frantic struggles by
Mrs. Derdenger and her father,
Albert Lange, held on until the
child was dead.
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