
In February 1945, three months prior to the pit bull mauling death of Doretta Zinke, which captured newspaper headlines across the country, 21-month old Marguerite Theresa Derdenger was mauled to death by her family's pit bull, named Woof. The dog was described then in newspaper articles as a "bulldog" a "Staffordshire bulldog" a "bull terrier" and a "Staffordshire bull terrier." 

The variety of names for a dog commonly known as a "pit bull" was as evident in 1945 as it still is today, which is why all modern U.S. and many international breed-specific laws define a "pit bull" as: American pit bull terrier, American Staffordshire terrier and Staffordshire bull terrier. Some municipalities wisely include the American bulldog as well, which shares the same genetic pool of the pit bull. 

As demonstrated by this 1945 fatal attack, and the damning photograph of the dog, the "pit bull" and "bulldog" of this time period was one and the same dog. Note the use of the words "tenacious" and "death grip" when describing the attack. Also note that despite the mother's request to euthanize the dog, "cock tail parlor operator" (possibly a dog fighter), Gradey Terry filed a court order to stay the dog's death.

Woof was ultimately euthanized two-and-a-half months later, two weeks before the horrible death of Doretta Zinke.

Pit bull advocates like to paint the early 1900s as a period when pit bulls were known as "nanny dogs," a claim that cannot be verified by any documentation. What can be verified is that pit bulls were killers during this period, capturing national media headlines and as the L.A. Times puts it, "The baby-slaying female Staffordshire terrier about which there has been so much controversy..." capturing much public controversy as well.








